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Tomas J. Philipson is the Daniel Levin Professor of Public Policy 

Studies in the Irving B. Harris Graduate School of Public Policy 

Studies at the University of Chicago.  His research focuses on health 

economics, and he teaches Masters and Ph.D. courses in micro-

economics and health economics at the University of Chicago. 

Philipson was born and raised in Sweden where he obtained his 

undergraduate degree in mathematics at Uppsala University. He 

received his MA and PhD in economics from the Wharton School and 

the University of Pennsylvania.  He joined the University of Chicago 

as a postdoctoral fellow in 1989 and thereafter joined the faculty.  He 

was a visiting faculty member at Yale University in the academic year 

1994-95 and a visiting fellow at the World Bank in the winter of 2003. 

Philipson is the recipient of numerous international and national 

research awards.  He has twice (in 2000 and 2006) been the recipient of 

the highest honor of his field: the Kenneth Arrow Award of the 

International Health Economics Association (for best paper in the field 

of health economics).  In addition, he was awarded the Garfield 

Award by Research America in 2007 (for best paper in the field of 

health economics), The Prêmio Haralambos Simeonidisand from the 

Brazilian Economic Association in 2006 (for best paper in any field), 

and the Distinguished Economic Research Award from the Milken 

Institute in 2003 (for best paper in any field of economics).  Philipson 

has been awarded numerous grants and awards from both public and 

private agencies, including the National Institutes of Health, the 

National Science Foundation, the Rockefeller Foundation, the Alfred P. 

Sloan Foundation, the John M. Olin Foundation, and the Royal 

Swedish Academy of Sciences. 

Philipson is a fellow, board member, or associate of a number of other 

organizations outside the University, including the National Bureau of 

Economic Research, the American Enterprise Institute, the Manhattan 

Institute (where he is chairman of Project FDA), the Heartland 

Institute, the Milken Institute, and the RAND Corporation.  At the 

University of Chicago, he is affiliated with the John M. Olin Program 

of Law & Economics, the George J. Stigler Center for the Study of the 

Economy and the State, the Northwestern/University of Chicago Joint 

Center for Poverty Research, the Population Research Center, and the 

National Opinion Research Center (NORC). 

http://www.manhattan-institute.org/projectfda/
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